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Metropolitan Community College seeks
$2.5M for smart-grid training
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It stands to reason that it will
take smart people to operate the
“smart grid” — the term for the
energy-delivery technology of
tomorrow.
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The coalition is seeking the financing through the (' Department of Energy’s Strategic
Training and Education in Power Systems program. Word on the grant award is expected
this month, said Deborah Goodall, president of MCC’s Business & Technology Campus.

The proposal calls for Metropolitan Community College and its partners to develop a
curriculum that includes everything from continuing education for utility workers to
degree programs at the colleges. The coalition also includes three other Missouri
community colleges in Sedalia, Trenton and Neosho.

Existing smart-grid technologies include thermostats that — with the customers’
permission — utilities can briefly shut off during times of peak demand. Goodall said the
energy system of the future probably will include increasing use of solar panels and wind
turbines at homes.

Plus, she said, power plants will become increasingly complex to operate.

“The technicians that work on the system need to be familiar with the technologies. They
need to know how to install them, test them, troubleshoot them, repair them, etc.,”
Goodall said. “And so, those skill sets simply are not there.”

She said Sega’s role is key because the firm would develop a simulator for the curriculum.

The effort also would benefit the firm, said Bruce Kelly, manager of plant operation
services for Sega.

“We, like everybody else, are interested in how this smart grid is going to evolve,” he said.
“This gives us a chance to focus on that right now.”
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